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LEGISLATURE'’S “JOB CREATION ACT" DESTROYS LAND,
WATER AND OPEN GOVERNMENT

Madison, WI -~ You might find more jobs in lake dredging and riverbank bulldozing
under a proposed “job cregtion” plan deveoped by Republican legidators, but you won't
find the kind of job cregtion Wisconan redly nesds

“Legiddive leaders are guiting a vital environmentd lawv and watering down a dtizen's
ability to chdlenge paluters dl under the guise of ‘job credtion,”” says Denny Candff,
executive director of the River Alliance of Wisconan, a nonprofit river protection group.
“This hill should be labded, ‘Environmental Protection and Open Government
Dedruction Act,”’ says Caneff.

The proposed legidlation puts Chapter 30, the law administered by the Dept. of Natural
Resources that regulates the use of land dong Wisconan's waterways, under the
bulldozer’s blade. People can put up bridges over lo-yard wide rivers wherever they
want, reroute smal dreams, and dump grave or rocks on shordines, dmaost with
impunity.

“The proposd would dso block a dtizen's ability to chalenge people who degrade our
waterways,” says Rich Bogovich, water policy program maneger for the River Alliance
“But thet's in kegping with how this legidation was drafted - behind dosad doors, and
with the hdp of developers road builders and other interess”

' The proposd is an afront, says Candff, to two firmly hdd Wiscondn traditions - careful
Sewardship of land and water, and open government. Besides, he nates, it fits a pattern
emeaging over the past few years of the Legidaure scapegoating the Department of
Natural Resources.

“It's curious thet this ‘job cregtion’ act offers nothing to the Dept. of Workforce
Devdopment, the agency whose job it is to dimulate job growth in the date” says
Bogovich.
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A recent UW-Madison School of Business sudy of manufacturing and service industry
executives about Wisconan's qudity of life for doing busness shows that Wisconsin
business operators do NOT regard Wisconsn's regulatory environment as heavy-handed
or burdensome. And in an aticle in last Sunday’s Wisconsan Sate Journal Business
section about the loss of manufacturing jobs in the state, there was not a sngle reference
by manufacturing workers or business owners to “regulations” “permits” or the Dept. of
Natura Resources.

“The manufacturing sector in Wiscongn, if not leading Republican legidators, recognize
that job loss, and job cregtion, is much more complex than smply rewriting Chapter 30
and cutting citizens out of ther right to chalenge polluters” Caneff notes. “Lét’s hope

the Legidature get serious about job creation before the last manufacturing plant shuts its
doors.”
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