
'Dear Editor: This letter js in re- , '~j
sponse to the ongoing debate. i
geI;terated by the governor's bud-
get proposal to eliminate the Of- .
fice of Public InteIVenor .

I was attorney general when the
public inteIVenor was created by
the Kellett Reorganization of State
Government, ' which the Legisla.;
ture adopted in .1968. At that time
the protection of the natural re-
sources of the state was adIninjs.;
tered by an agency known as theConservation Commission, which ' j

had --e and regulatory :
powers and responsibilities simi1at ~ i

to the present DNR's. ., I
.i, The Kellett plan: origin&1ly pro- ;

poSed merging the Conservation. -~
Commission with another state '".'
agency known as the Department .;.\
of -Resource -Development. The' .
Conservation Congress, an influ- .:
ential advisory body created by
the Legislature, strongly opposed ...1
this merger as creating two totally ~inconsistent and incompatible mis- .;

sions in one agency; i.e., pro~. ;
ing natural resources on the one :
hand while promoting their devel- ..

-opment on the other. The merger -
coUld not be ~proved by the Leg- .,
islature without the suPPo.rt of the .~

.Conservation Congress. :_--: :::;:::-::::,,:.. --:
,- ,--

The proposal to create the pub-
lic inteIVenor as a totally inde-:;

,pendent watchdog over the DNR 1
to ensure that its mission to pro- :
tect and preserve our natural re- .i
sources woUld not be subsumed I
by promoting their development .
was the key in gaining the support
of the Conservation Congress for
the creation of the DNR. WIth that
support, the Legislature approved
the merger. ...;

We shoUld learn from this his-
tory, especially now when the cur-
rent administration is proposing ..
to balance the budget by selling
off pristine forests and lakes in i
northern WIsConsin, which are .

owned by an the people. ..-c :

BroD80D C. La FoUette~- .',,: -:-:- .~~,~


