
Our Assured State Constitutional Rights Are Being Violated  
 
 
The Problem: 
 

The Wisconsin Constitution guarantees to all persons the inherent rights to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  It mandates that governments are 
instituted to ASSURE THOSE RIGHTS! 
 
Those basic rights can only be assured to succeeding generations by strict 
protection and enhancement of our natural resources, use without abuse, so 
that they will be passed on to succeeding generation undiminished in quality or 
quantity.  That is NOT being done here.   
 
Future generations rights are being violated.  They must be ASSURED. 
 

 
The Solution: 
 

To insure those vital rights, the founding fathers of our state embodied in the 
state constitution, THE PUBLIC TRUST DOCTRINE, which has been affirmed 
and broadened by the courts.  It provides that the natural resources of 
Wisconsin shall belong to the people and shall be held in trust by the state, for 
the people, to be protected (guarded from harm) and enhanced (increased in 
quality), used but not abused, so they will be passed on to succeeding 
generations undiminished in quality or quantity.  The primary trustee, the state 
legislature, must be called to accountability by the people to fulfill their 
mandated duties, so those rights are assured.   
 

 
The Question: 
 

Should all recommendations of the Conservation Congress conform with the 
intent and purpose of the Public Trust Doctrine, and the Congress urge the 
Legislature and the DNR to fulfill their mandated trust responsibilities so our 
vital natural resources are passed on to succeeding generations undiminished, 
so their rights are assured? 
 
 
 

 
 
Submitted by:  _________________________  in the County of: _______________ 
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